March 2017 by Temple Shalom Synagogue Center
 
               March 2017/Shevat/Adar 5777 
 
Purim 2017 
Saturday, March 11 at 5:30 PM  
 
Down with Haman!  
 
 
We will collectively drum  
Haman—and everything he 




Mask Making with Artist Karen Brooks 
 
The Megilla Brought to Life by Rebbetzin Lisa 
 
Mishloach Manot Swap 
 
 Special Purim Dance 
 
Traditional readings from the Megillah Scroll by Rabbi Sruli  
  
Dinner featuring Purim Perogies,  
Wine and Hamantashen 
 
 
Bring canned or other non-perishable items to help  
feed the hungry (an important Purim Mitzvah!)  
 
 
RSVPs encouraged. Please call Julie at 786-4201 or email temple6359@aol.com  
 
 
FROM THE RABBI… 
Hi Everyone. 
      Why do we do the things we do? Or, why do Jews do 
the things that Jews do? Of course, there are specific 
answers to the question of why we observe particular 
rituals—some more compelling than others. But is there a 
big answer? One that encompasses all of our rituals? 
      For me, that answer has always been Purim. While 
our Shabbat and Holiday rituals include much joyous 
celebration, Purim takes joy to a whole new level. Let’s 
call it “Extreme Joy!” While most other Jewish 
celebrations encourage the drinking of a glass—or four—
of wine, only on Purim are we actually instructed to get 
plastered! Really! (This is according to the Talmud, and only during the festive meal). On Shabbat 
and other Holidays, we dress in finery but on Purim we dress for fun! Most of our Synagogue services 
encourage respectful restraint even while we sing and dance; on Purim, we are told to bring loud 
noisemakers to the service! While charity is a year-round Jewish obligation, only on Purim are we 
taught to give freely and generously to ALL who ask! 
      The days wherein the Jews had rest from their enemies, and the month which was turned unto 
them from sorrow to gladness, and from mourning into celebration; that they should make them days 
of feasting and gladness, and of sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. Book of Esther, 
9:22. 
       While we obviously cannot sustain the extreme joy of Purim for more than a day or so, the idea 
is for Simchat Purim—Purim Joy— to inform and infect everything that we do Jewishly for the rest of 
the year. 
      Show me a joyless Jewish community and I will show you a community that ignores Purim (or 
considers it a holiday only for kids). Conversely, communities that embrace Purim with enthusiasm, I 
mean, really do Purim justice, are filled with joy—every day of the year. 
      So how can we make sure that we are a joy-filled community? Make Purim a priority! Be sure to 
be a part of our Temple’s Purim celebration! Make noise, lots of noise! There is no better way to 
show the young people in our lives that Jewish practice is joyous than letting them see us old folks 
making crazy noises, wearing silly masks or costumes and singing at the top of our lungs. Be part of 
our Mishloach Manot swap—bring a basket filed with treats and take a different one home (please be 
sure to include your name with your basket). 
       Extreme Joy isn’t easy. Extreme Joy can be exhausting. Extreme Joy asks us to let go of our 
inhibitions and pretenses. But it’s the best way to imbue our lives and the lives of future generation 
with the true joy that comes with living a Jewish life. 
      May we always embrace the joy in our rituals and practices. 
 
                       Rabbi Sruli 
 
 
P.S. On Sunday, March 5, at 4 pm, Rabbi Sruli and Lisa will be leading a Vesper Service at the 
Highlands of Topsham. On Tuesday, March 7, at 7:30 pm, Rabbi Sruli will share the Jewish 
perspective for a class entitled "Death and the Afterlife: Bodies and Souls in Transition," at Bates 
College. On Thursday, March 9, at 7 pm, Rabbi Sruli and Lisa will be speaking and performing for an 
Introduction to Ethnomusicology seminar at Colby College in Waterville. On Friday, March 10, at 1 
pm, Rabbi Sruli and Lisa will be performing a concert at the Park Avenue School in Auburn. On 
Wednesday, March 15, at 3 pm, Rabbi Sruli and Lisa will be performing a concert for Thornton Oaks 
Retirement Home in Brunswick.  
     
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE    
      At Temple today, Feb 19, 2017, we had a speaker, Bernard 
Fishman. He is the director of the Maine State Museum.  He gave a 
talk and showed 3D pictures of mostly Jewish life in Europe and the 
mid-east from 1860-1910.  His talk made me think once again of 
what it took for our recent ancestors to come to this country. 
      My grandmother, May Tetenman, for instance, left Russia at 
about 14 years old, in about 1918.  She made a four-year journey 
to America.  She left shortly after a pogrom. One that killed 
hundreds of Jews. She came for life.  She came for a better life for 
her and her children.  However she, as many of our parents, 
grandparents and great grandparents, left everything behind.  They 
left family behind. They left friends behind. They left their homes 
behind.  They left life, as they knew it, behind.  All of this to come to America.  To come to an 
unknown land.  To come and learn a new language.  To learn new customs.  To make a new life. But 
really to come to the land of opportunity.  
      How hard must it have been? Remember, phones were in their infancy at that time.  The internet 
was not even science fiction.  To communicate with the old country, would have meant writing 
letters that could take weeks or months.  Once arriving in this country, there was no going back.  
Each person figured a way to make a life in America. Each figured a way to make a living in America. 
Most figured how to remain a Jew in America. 
       I have such respect for those who made the journey.  Would I, or any of us, have been strong 
enough and brave enough to leave everything, everything we knew,  behind and go to the New 
World? To the unknown? Think for a moment.  Think how hard this must have been.  If we did not 
have modern communications, would you, could you, just pick up and journey, with the wish, hope, 
dream of a better life, to an unknown land? 
      I am so grateful to be an American Jew.  Grateful, thankful and appreciative that May Fischer and 
Abe Tetenman made the journey, had the bravery, had the chutzpah, to leave the only lives they 
ever knew, to come to America, to make a better life for all of us. 
      I know some of the history of my family, but over the next couple of months, I will sit down and 
film my mother telling our family's story.  We'll ask questions and see where the conversation goes.  
I'm sure I will learn many new things about my family, how we came to America and maybe a little 
more of what it took to leave home for a new land and new hope. 
       I encourage each of you, to sit down with your children or your parents and learn your family's 
story.  Don't let your personal history be lost to time. 





We extend our condolences to Benjamin Barr and the Barr family on the recent passing of long-time 
member Lois Barr.  
 




BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Our next meeting will be on 




Mishloach Manot Swap 
Everyone is encouraged to participate in our second annual Mishloach Manot Swap! 
Mishloach Manot (Shalach Manos in Yiddish) is the name for our beautiful tradition of sending 
each other baskets of treats on Purim. To participate, please prepare one or more Shalach Manos 
and bring it/them to our Shul Purim celebration on Saturday evening, March 11. Please remember 
to include your name inside each package so that we know who to thank:) We can then exchange 
the Shalach Manos with each other. A traditional Mishloach Manot consists of at least two ready-
to-eat food gifts, but you can be creative if you like. In this way, we will honor this festive tradition 
and, more importantly, the spirit of the tradition---which is for Purim to be a holiday that brings 
communities even closer together. 
 





SPEEDY RECOVERY      
           We pray for refuah sh’leimah – the full and speedy recovery of Gary 
Buckman, Deborah Frank Burdo, John Calloway, Michelle Lisi Deloro, Enid 
Ehrlich, Fleck Family, Anne Geller, Ariella Green, Elizabeth Johnson, Mark 
Johnson, Bethany Kornstadt, George Laskoff, Sandy Miller, Ashley Olstein, Joel 
Salberg, Roger Sutherberg, Sandy Traister, Toby Wallach, Neal Weiner, Betty 
Wise, and all others who are not well at this time. 
 We like to hear good news! Whenever you request that a name be put on this list, please let 





       
Rabbi Sruli is always happy to speak with and meet with members or our Temple. Please 
call Rabbi Sruli on his cell phone at 914-980-9509 if you would like to speak with him or to 
arrange a time for a meeting. You can also call or leave a message at the Temple office 




!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!BOOK GROUP NEWS!!!!!!!!!!!!!       
          Love and Treasure by Ayelet Waldman was the book we discussed on February 20. Present 
were Melissa Johnson, Bertha Bodenheimer, Adele Silverman, Helene 
Perry, Judy Abromson and me, Lesli Weiner. The group was small as it 
was rescheduled because of snow the previous week. We would 
definitely recommend this novel that was based on the infamous 
Hungarian “gold train” of World War II. The story revolves around an 
American soldier in charge of cataloging and safekeeping the possessions 
the Nazis had stolen from Hungarian Jews who had been shipped off to concentration camps, the 
Hungarian survivor he fell in love with, and a piece of jewelry that haunted him until his dying day. 
And if that doesn’t intrigue you enough, I will send out one more hook: there’s even a Maine 
connection. 
          Waldman was born in Israel, and so was our next Palestinian author, Sayed Kashua. He made 
a name for himself as a journalist addressing the problems faced by Arabs in Israel, using a humorous, 
tongue-in-cheek style. This carried over into his very popular satirical sitcom called Arab Labor. His 
first novel, Dancing Arabs, has been made into a movie, and a film adaptation of his second 
novel, Let It Be Morning, is slated to begin production early this year. However, since he writes about 
racism and ignorance on both sides of the ethnic divide, the Arab world grew increasingly hostile to 
his jabs at their life, and Kashua felt unsafe living in Israel anymore. He teaches in Chicago where he 
lives with his family since 2014. 
          We are reading Kashua’s third novel, Second Person Singular which “follows two men, a 
successful Arab criminal attorney and a social worker-turned-artist, whose lives intersect under the 
most curious of circumstances. The lawyer has a thriving practice in the Jewish part of Jerusalem, a 
large house, a Mercedes, speaks both Arabic and Hebrew, and is in love with his wife and two young 
children. In an effort to uphold his image as a sophisticated Israeli Arab, he often makes weekly visits 
to a local bookstore to pick up popular novels. On one fateful evening, he decides to buy a used 
copy of Tolstoy's The Kreutzer Sonata, a book his wife once recommended.” This innocent purchase 
evolves into “a gripping tale of love and betrayal, honesty and artifice, which asks whether it is 
possible to truly reinvent ourselves, to shed our old skin and start anew.” “Second Person Singular is a 
deliciously complex psychological mystery and a searing dissection of the individuals that comprise a 
divided society.” 
          Pick up your copy at the library or order it on Kindle. Then join us in the discussion on 
MONDAY, MARCH 13 at 4 PM. We will also be choosing our next group of books, so bring your 
suggestions with synopses and reviews. Please be sure they are readily available in the Maine Library 





Saturday, March 11 at 5:30 PM  
 
Dinner featuring Purim Perogies,  
Wine and Hamantashen 
 
 
Bring canned or other non-perishable items to help  
feed the hungry (an important Purim Mitzvah!)  
 
 
RSVPs encouraged. Please call Julie at 786-4201 or email temple6359@aol.com  
PAUL GOODMAN CHANGED MY LIFE 
by filmmaker, Jonathan Lee 
 
 Sunday, March 5 at 3pm  
  
This 89 minute documentary will be presented by its 
director/producer  
(and Auburn, Maine native), Jonathan Lee,  
who will also lead a discussion following the movie. 
  
      Paul Goodman was a major figure in modern American art 
culture. Author of legendary bestseller Growing Up Absurd (1960), 
Goodman was also a poet, 1940s out queer (and family man), 
pacifist, visionary, co-founder of Gestalt therapy—and a moral 
compass for many in the burgeoning counterculture of the ’60s. 
      Paul Goodman Changed My Life immerses you in an era of high 
intellect (that heady, cocktail-glass juncture that Mad Men has so 
effectively exploited) when New York was peaking culturally and 
artistically; when ideas, and the people who propounded them, 
seemed to punch in at a higher weight class than they do now. 
Using a treasure trove of archival multimedia—selections from 
Goodman’s poetry (read by Garrison Keillor and Edmund White); 
quotes from Susan Sontag, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Noam 
Chomsky; plentiful footage of Goodman himself; plus interviews 
with his family, peers and activists—director/producer Jonathan Lee 
and producer/editor Kimberly Reed (Prodigal Sons) have woven 
together a rich portrait of an intellectual heavyweight whose ideas 





If you are observing a yahrzeit and are planning to come to Thursday morning 
minyan to say Kaddish, we urge you to contact Bob Laskoff (ral@laskofflaw.com) and 
let him know so that he can include that information in his weekly reminder email. It 
is your responsibility to call friends and neighbors to make sure there are enough 
people for the minyan. 
 
We all enjoy our Thursday morning Minyans and breakfast schmoozes.  





A BISSEL OF MAINE ! 
  
March 18-25, 2017 - Festival Tickets on Sale Now!  
      Visit the website for complete film listings! 











Community Passover Seder 
Tuesday, April 11 at 5:00 p.m. 
   
         *Adults:  Members - $25                *Adults:  Non-Members - $30                                                                                                                              
         *Children 12 & under: $15                       *Children under 5: No Charge 
  
Paid reservations MUST be made by Monday, March 20th! 
 
No one turned away for inability to pay, but we must have the reservation. 
 
 






# of Adults: …………………………______x $30……………………………...….$__________ 
 
# of Adults…….…………………….______x $25………………………………….$__________ 
 
# of Children 5–12:………………….______x $15……………………………..…..$__________ 
 
# of Children under 5 (No Charge, but we need to set places at the table  
   and plan activities)    ________ 
 
# of Vegetarian Meals     _______ 


Clip and mail with your check to 
Temple Shalom Synagogue-Center, 
74 Bradman Street, Auburn, ME  04210 
 
           Remember: We MUST receive your paid reservation by 





This month’s traditional and musical 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
will be held on Friday, March 17 at 7 p.m.  
 
The Service will be followed by an Oneg Shabbat.  
 






Final Multi-Faith Round Table at the Auburn  
Public Library on Tuesday, March 14, 12:30 P.M. 
 
The Auburn Public Library is very excited to announce the return of the Multi-Faith 
Roundtable discussions. This is the final All-Clergy Round Table for this year. All 
programs run from 12:30 to 1:30PM. 
 
Rabbi Sruli will be joined by Pastor Roger Cousineau of East Auburn Baptist Church, 
Rev. Doctor Jody Cohen Hayashida of First Universalist Church in New Auburn, and 
Pastor Richard Waller of the Auburn Church of the Nazarene. 
 
Copies of the Biblical texts will be provided, and the audience will have an 
opportunity to ask questions. 
 
This session was originally scheduled for February 7 but was postponed due to 




The Bates Hillel students have graciously invited Temple 
Shalom to celebrate Shabbat with a Dinner and Musical 
Service on Friday, March 3 at 6:00 p.m. 
The dinner and service will take place at  
Chase Hall, 56 Campus Avenue. 
 
This is our opportunity to show the  
Bates students how much we love them! 
 
Please RSVP immediately to Julie at 786-4210 or 
temple6359@aol.com  so the Hillel students know  





Tickets are now on sale for the 20
th
 anniversary 
season of the Maine Jewish Film Festival, to be 
held from March 18 through March 25.  
Featuring engaging comedies, gripping dramas, 
and insightful documentaries, this year’s festival 
provides an engrossing window into the global Jewish experience.  Post-film discussion 
programs feature both international and local filmmakers, protagonists, and commentators.  
 
MJFF is pleased to present 2 films at the Bates Olin Arts 
Center on Sunday, March 19
th
, beginning at 1:30 pm.  The first 
film, Raise the Roof, documents the efforts of a team of college 
students to reconstruct a wooden synagogue in Poland.  The 
film will be followed by a discussion led by Bates professors 
Raluca Cernahoschi and Jukub Kazecki and by Krista Lima, 
who is featured in the film.  The film will be followed by a free 
reception.  After the reception, there will be music by Rabbi 
Sruli Dresdner and Lisa Mayer prior to the second movie, 
Moos, at 5pm.  This movie is a romantic comedy set in 
Holland, and is sure to leave you with a smile. 
 
For further information and to purchase tickets go to www.mjff.org. 
 
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  
Deena & Jack Weinstein   March   8 
Barry & Roz Kutzen    31 
          
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
Helene Fakhery     March   6 
Aaron Sever      9 
Scott Wise      9 
Julia Isaacson    11 
Patti Levenson    13 
Adam Allen    14 
James Lifter    14 
Jack Weinstein    16  
Joseph Zidle    18 
Raymond Belanger   19 
Able Kaplan    19 
Joy Zidle    23 
Elinor Goldblatt     25 
Charlie Dresdner   27 
Johnny Dresdner   27 
Kenneth Goodman   28 
Cassandra Jensen   28 
Sheri Olstein    29 
  
       
MARCH 2017 YAHRZEITEN 
(Yahrzeits begin at nightfall on the evening prior  
to the date listed below) 
Max Simonds    1 
Jean Brown    2 
Estelle Pennamacoor   2 
Annette Hertz    5 
Elizabeth Kraemer   5 
Jacob Olstein    5 
Hillel Passerman   7 
Abe Tetenman    10 
Milton Faiman    11 
Hugo Schleicher   11 
Jules Asher    13 
Rabbi David Berent   13 
Celia E. Simonds   14 
Joseph Zidle    14 
Judge Morton Brody   16 
Shirley Goodman   16 
Benjamin Abromson   18 
Joseph Shapiro    18 
Leonard Nemeth   22 
Nathan Day    22 
Rose Nussinow    23 
Poppy Traister    24 
Natalie Woolf    24 
Lillian Kutzen    27 






Ma Chadash/What’s New is published monthly by 
Temple Shalom, Synagogue-Center. Temple Shalom is 
an independent congregation and a member of the 
Lewiston-Auburn Jewish Federation. 
 
The mission of Temple Shalom, Synagogue-Center is 
to foster a strong Jewish identity and an active Jewish 
Community. 
 
                         Rabbi Sruli Dresdner 
 
          Office Manager Julie Waite 
 
                      BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
     President David Allen 
          Vice President Lesli Weiner 
                  Secretary Lewis Zidle               
   Treasurer Aaron Burke 
 
        Board Members Judy Abromson 
   Bertha Bodenheimer 
   Elcha Buckman 
   Allyson Casares 
   Elliott Epstein 
   Laurence Faiman 
                                            Joel Goodman 
                                            Joel Olstein 
    
                         
    
                              COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
                                    Ritual       Larry Faiman  
          Membership/Outreach       Bertha Bodenheimer 
 Budget/Finance/Endowment        Stan Tetenman 
                              Cemetery       Henry Meyer 
    
    Hebrew School/Education        Allyson Casares 
                              Personnel 
   Programming/Social Action       Phyllis Graber Jensen 
           Paula Marcus-Platz 
                              Preschool       Allyson Casares 
                          Fund Raising          
 
 
Temple Shalom office hours are 





E-mail address: temple6359@aol.com 
 





Dr. Gilbert & Frima Shapiro 
   In memory of Sylvia Day 
   In memory of Sherman Shapiro 
Elinor Goldblatt 
   In memory of Sylvia Day 
   In memory of Sherman Shapiro 
   In memory of Lois Barr 
   In memory of Ida & Joseph Wilner 
Tom & Paula Marcus-Platz 
   In memory of Bernard Marcus 
   In memory of Lois Barr 
Anne & David Allen 
   Speedy recovery to Aaron Burke 
Cathy & Stan Tetenman 
   In memory of Lois Barr 
James Day 
   In memory of Lois Barr 
Sandy Traister & Family 
   In memory of Lois Barr 
Phyllis Bell 
   In memory of Lois Barr 
James & Susan Lifter 
   In appreciation 
Richard & Peggy Williams 
   In memory of Sherman Shapiro 
Dr. Albert Shems & Family 
   In memory of Sherman Shapiro 
   In memory of Sylvia Day 
   In memory of Lois Barr 
BODENHEIMER PASSOVER FUND 
Bertha Bodenheimer 
   In memory of Dennis McCreery 
   In memory of Dena Shuchatowitz 
   In memory of Lois Barr 
   In memory of Bert Bodenheimer 
   In honor of David’s beautiful story about Jake 
    in Ma Chadash 
   Speedy recovery to Aaron Burke 
   Mazel tov to parents Anita & Tallus Miles, 
   grandparents, Ellen & Aaron Burke on the 
   engagement of Colby Miles & Leela Thein 
Anne & David Allen 
   In honor of Behzad Fakhery’s birthday 
   In honor of Sofe Silverman & Steve Gershman’s 
    engagement 
Cathy & Stan Tetenman 
   In memory of Bert Bodenhiemer 
PULPIT/PRAYER BOOK FUND 
Steve Passerman 
   In memory of Maxwell Passerman 
 
CEMETERY FUND 
Hank & Margaret Meyer 
   In memory of Walter & Marie Jaeger 
Jackie Wilner 
   In memory of Janet Wilner Kornreich 
LIBRARY FUND 
Bob & Jackie Laskoff 
   In memory of Anne Leavitt 
Sandra & Allen Miller 
   In memory of Martin C. Miller 
   In memory of Lois Barr 
MARCUS MEMORIAL GARDEN FUND 
Carla Marcus 
   In memory of Bernard Marcus 
Roz & Barry Kutzen 
   In memory of Shirley Asher 
   In memory of Sylvia Kutzen 
MITZVAH FUND    
Tom & Paula Marcus-Platz 
   In memory of Bernard Marcus 
Marilyn Simonds 
   In memory of Sam Simonds 
   In honor of the Sofe & Steve Gershman’s 
    marriage – March 12, 2017 
NUSSINOW NURSERY SCHOOL FUND 
Funds are used to support the Temple Shalom Nursery/Preschool 
Estelle Rubinstein 
   In memory of Jennie Rubinstein 
Ally & Peter Casares 
   In memory of Lois Barr 
Adele Silverman 
   In memory of Lois Barr 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Estelle Rubinstein 
   In honor of Charlie & Johnny’s 
    academic achievements 
Dr. Karen & Lara Reeves 
   In memory of Dr. Helene Reeves 
Adele Silverman 
   In memory of Henry Brody 
SHIRLEY GOODMAN MEMORIAL FUND 
For interior decoration and maintenance 
Joel Goodman 
   In memory of Lois Barr 
   In memory of Shirley Goodman 
 
ABROMSON MEMORIAL FUND 
BELL MEMORIAL CHAPEL FUND 
COHEN/LEVOY GARDEN FUND 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
EVE & GEORGE SHAPIRO MEMORIAL FUND 
FAMILY HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 
MINYANAIRES FUND  






Temple Shalom, Synagogue-Center    
74 Bradman Street 
Auburn, ME  04210-6330 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
         DATED MATERIAL 














      MARCH AT TEMPLE SHALOM  
 
Thursday, 3/2     7:00 am Weekday morning minyan & breakfast 
Friday, 3/3   6:00 pm Shabbat Dinner, Musical Service with Bates Hillel 
        Chase Hall, 56 Campus Avenue, RSVP! 
Saturday, 3/4   9:30 am Shabbat Service  
Sunday, 3/5   3:00 pm Film showing with Director Jonathan Lee 
Thursday, 3/9     7:00 am Weekday morning minyan & breakfast 
Friday, 3/10   9:00 am Preschool Committee Meeting 
Saturday, 3/11   9:30 am Shabbat Service  
    5:30 pm Purim Party – RSVP! 
Monday, 3/13   4:00 pm  Book Group  
    5:15 pm  Program Committee Meeting  
    7:00 pm Temple Board Meeting 
Tuesday, 3/14   12:30 pm Final Multi-Faith Round Table at APL 
Thursday, 3/16    7:00 am Weekday morning minyan & breakfast 
Friday, 3/17   7:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service followed by Oneg 
Saturday, 3/18     No Shabbat Service 
      Maine Jewish Film Festival, www.mjff.org  
Thursday, 3/23   7:00 am Weekday morning minyan & breakfast 
Saturday, 3/25   9:30 am Shabbat Service 
Thursday, 3/30   7:00 am Weekday morning minyan & breakfast 
